
DYING TO SERVE THE LORD



(Romans 12:1-2 NIV)
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 
God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is 
your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform 
any longer to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God's will is--his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.  



(Romans 12:3-5 NIV)
For by the grace given me I say to every 
one of you: Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather think of 
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the measure of faith God has given 
you. Just as each of us has one body with 
many members, and these members do not 
all have the same function, so in Christ we 
who are many form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. 



(Romans 12:6-8 NIV)
We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given us. If a man's gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to 
his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is 
teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, 
let him encourage; if it is contributing to the 
needs of others, let him give generously; if it 
is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is 
showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 



(Romans 12:9-10 NIV)
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; 
cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love. Honor one another 
above yourselves. 



A Living Sacrifice
When God calls a man he bids him come 
and die.  Diedrick Bonhoeffer



Living sacrifices
(Rom 12:1 NIV)  Therefore, I urge you, 
brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 
pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of 
worship. 



Take up his cross daily
(Luke 9:23-24 NIV)  Then he said to them 
all: "If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me.  For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake, the same shall 
save it.



The Rich Young Ruler
(Mark 10:17-21 NIV)  As Jesus started on 
his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his 
knees before him. "Good teacher," he 
asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?"  "Why do you call me good?" Jesus 
answered. "No one is good--except God 
alone.  You know the commandments: 'Do 
not murder, do not commit adultery, do not 
steal, do not give false testimony, do not 
defraud, honor your father and mother.'"



The Rich Young Ruler
(Mark 10:17-19 NIV)  As Jesus started on 
his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his 
knees before him. "Good teacher," he 
asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?"  "Why do you call me good?" Jesus 
answered. "No one is good--except God 
alone.  You know the commandments: 'Do 
not murder, do not commit adultery, do not 
steal, do not give false testimony, do not 
defraud, honor your father and mother.'"



The Rich Young Ruler
(Mark 10:20-21 NIV) "Teacher," he 
declared, "all these I have kept since I was 
a boy."  Jesus looked at him and loved him. 
"One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me."



Point #1:

Serving the Lord requires us to ____ to 
ourselves

die



Consider Others
(Rom 12:3 NIV)  For by the grace given me 
I say to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but 
rather think of yourself with sober judgment, 
in accordance with the measure of faith 
God has given you.



Honor One Another
(Rom 12:9-10 NIV)  Love must be sincere. 
Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be 
devoted to one another in brotherly love. 
Honor one another above yourselves.



To Serve
(Mat 20:26-28 NIV)  Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, and 
whoever wants to be first must be your 
slave-- just as the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many."



Point #2:

To be a successful servant we must 
____________.Serve others



Members of One Body
(Rom 12:4-8 NIV)  Just as each of us has one 
body with many members, and these members 
do not all have the same function, so in Christ we 
who are many form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his 
faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, 
let him teach;   if it is encouraging, let him 
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of 
others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, 
let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let 
him do it cheerfully.



God’s Gifts

• Prophesying 
• Serving (like deacon)

• Teaching (instruction)
• Encouraging (parakaleo)
• Contributing to the needs of others 

(impart)

• Leadership (to be over)
• Showing mercy (compassionate)



Point #3:

___________ are to be used for the 
common good.
God’s gifts



Example of Joseph
Genesis 37:6-8  He said to them, "Listen to 
this dream I had: We were binding sheaves 
of grain out in the field when suddenly my 
sheaf rose and stood upright, while your 
sheaves gathered around mine and bowed 
down to it.“  His brothers said to him, "Do 
you intend to reign over us? Will you 
actually rule us?" And they hated him all the 
more because of his dream and what he 
had said.



He Prospered
(Gen 39:1-2 NIV)  Now Joseph had been 
taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian 
who was one of Pharaoh's officials, the 
captain of the guard, bought him from the 
Ishmaelites who had taken him there.  The 
LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, 
and he lived in the house of his Egyptian 
master.



He Prospered
(Gen 39:21-22 NIV)  the LORD was with 
him; he showed him kindness and granted 
him favor in the eyes of the prison warden.  
So the warden put Joseph in charge of all 
those held in the prison, and he was made 
responsible for all that was done there.



He Prospered
(Gen 41:41 NIV)  So Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, "I hereby put you in charge of the 
whole land of Egypt."



Point #4:

________________________ hinge on 
current faithfulness
Future responsibilities



CONCLUSION


