
Foolish, Weak and Low 
1 Cor 1:18-31 



24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 

and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according 

to worldly standards,[b] not many were powerful, not many were of noble 

birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is 

low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 

things that are, 29 so that no human being[c] might boast in the presence of 

God. 30 And because of him[d] you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so 

that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
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1 Cor 1:18-31 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 

of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, 

in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 

God through the folly of what we preach[a] to save those who believe. 22 For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  
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1 Cor 1:26  For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 

wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not 

many were of noble birth. 

 

 



Mark 9:33-37 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house 

he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept 

silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the 

greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If 

anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And 

he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, 

he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives 

me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 



Prov 27:2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, 

and not your own lips. 



Mark 10:13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch 

them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he 

was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not 

hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 

enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his 

hands on them. 



1 Cor 1:26  For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 

wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. 

 

 



Matt 26:30-35 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 

Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away 

because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and 

the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I am raised up, I will 

go before you to Galilee.” 33 Peter answered him, “Though they all fall 

away because of you, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, 

I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me 

three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not 

deny you!” And all the disciples said the same. 

 

 

 



Matt 26:69-75 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a 

servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the 

Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what 

you mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl 

saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of 

Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the 

man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 

“Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then 

he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the 

man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered 

the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three 

times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

 

 

 



1 Cor 1:26  For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 

wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. 

 

 



Matt 4:18-22 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 

will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and 

followed him. 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, 

James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee 

their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they 

left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 

 

 



Luke 5:27-32 After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, 

sitting at the tax booth. And he said to him, “Follow me.” 28 And leaving 

everything, he rose and followed him. 

29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large 

company of tax collectors and others reclining at table with them. 30 And 

the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why 

do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And Jesus 

answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 

those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but 

sinners to repentance.” 
 

 

 

 



1 Cor 1:30-31 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 

to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 

31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

 
 

 

 

 


