
The Potters Perogative
Deuteronomy 7



Deut 7:1-2

“When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations 

before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven 

nations more numerous and mightier than you,  and when the Lord 
your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you 

must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no 
covenant with them and show no mercy to them. 



Genesis 18:24-26

Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then 
sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous 

who are in it?  Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the 
righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare 
as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do what is just?”  And the Lord said, “If I find at 
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place 

for their sake.”



Deut 7:5

But thus shall you deal with them: you shall 
break down their altars and dash in pieces 

their pillars and chop down their Asherim and 
burn their carved images with fire.



Romans 9:19-23

You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist 
his will?”  But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is 
molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?”  Has the 
potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel 

for honorable use and another for dishonorable use?  What if God, 
desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured 

with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to 
make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has 

prepared beforehand for glory—



Deut 7:3-4

You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to 
their sons or taking their daughters for your sons,  for they 

would turn away your sons from following me, to serve 
other gods. Then the anger of the Lord would be kindled 

against you, and he would destroy you quickly.



1 Kings 3:14

And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my 
statutes and my commandments, as your father 

David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”



1 Kings 11:1-8

Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: 
Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,  from the nations concerning 
which the Lord had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with 

them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their 
gods.” Solomon clung to these in love.  He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 

300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart.  For when Solomon was old his wives 
turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, 

as was the heart of David his father.  For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.  So Solomon did what was 
evil in the sight of the Lord and did not wholly follow the Lord, as David his father had done.  
Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the 
abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem.  And so he did for all his 

foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods.



Deut 7:5

But thus shall you deal with them: you shall 
break down their altars and dash in pieces 

their pillars and chop down their Asherim and 
burn their carved images with fire.



Deut 7:6-8

“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your 
God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, 
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.  It was not 
because you were more in number than any other people that the 
Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of 
all peoples,  but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the 

oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you 
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 

slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.



It’s that 
little guy 
in the 
circle!!!

Woah!!! 
Super 
tiny!!!



1 Cor 1:26-28

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 
wise according to worldly standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth.  But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose 
what is weak in the world to shame the strong;  God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are 

not, to bring to nothing things that are,



Deut 9:4-5

“Do not say in your heart, after the Lord your God has thrust them out 
before you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that the Lord has 
brought me in to possess this land,’ whereas it is because of the 

wickedness of these nations that the Lord is driving them out before 
you.  Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your 

heart are you going in to possess their land, but because of the 
wickedness of these nations the Lord your God is driving them out 

from before you, and that he may confirm the word that the Lord swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.



Luke 18:9-14

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, prayed[a] thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast 
twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’  But the tax collector, standing far 

off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his house 

justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+18%3A9-15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25690a


Isaiah 66:1-2

Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is 
my footstool; what is the house that you would build for me, 
and what is the place of my rest? All these things my hand 
has made, and so all these things came to be, declares the 

Lord. But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble 
and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.



Deut 7:9-11

Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful 
God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those 

who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 
generations,  and repays to their face those who hate him, 

by destroying them. He will not be slack with one who 
hates him. He will repay him to his face.  You shall 

therefore be careful to do the commandment and the 
statutes and the rules that I command you today.


