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The Laying on of Hands is a Foundational Doctrine
Hebrews 6:1-3 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to 
maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith 
in God, 2 instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, 
and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.
 

Not a symbolic ritual - but a means of spiritual 
impartation
The sins of the people were transferred onto the head of the goat

Leviticus 16:21-22 He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess over 
it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on the 
goat’s head. He shall send the goat away into the desert in the care of a man appointed 
for the task. 22 The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a solitary place; and the man 
shall release it in the desert.

A blessing
Mark 10:13-16 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, 
but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to 
them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these. 15 I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took the children in his 
arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.

Wisdom
Deuteronomy 34:9 Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because 
Moses had laid his hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him and did what the 
LORD had commanded Moses.

Timothy received an impartation during the laying on of hands
1 Timothy 4:14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic 
message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.
 
2 Timothy 1:6-7 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 
you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but 
a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.

 

The Laying on of Hands for Healing
Jesus laid hands on the sick

Luke 4:40 When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various 
kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 
Luke 13:10-13 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a 
woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over 
and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said 
to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, 
and immediately she straightened up and praised God.
 

The early church laid hands on the sick
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Acts 9:11-12 & 18 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask 
for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man 
named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.”...18 Immediately, 
something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again.
 
Acts 28:7-9 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the 
island. He welcomed us to his home and for three days entertained us hospitably. 8His 
father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, 
after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. 9 When this had happened, the 
rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. 
 

We have all been commissioned to lay our hands on the sick
Mark 16:15-18 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe 
will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name 
they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up snakes 
with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they 
will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
 

Laying on of Hands for the Baptism in the Holy Spirit
Acts 19:6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
spoke in tongues and prophesied.
 
Acts 8:14-18 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon 
any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then 
Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. When 
Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 
them money 

 

 
Laying on of Hands for Ordination into Ministry
Joshua was set in place “ordained” as a leader 

Numbers 27:18-20 So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in 
whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on him. Have him stand before Eleazar the priest 
and the entire assembly and commission him in their presence. Give him some of your 
authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him. 

 
Through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the deacons were ordained or set in 
place, commissioned and given authority 

Acts 6:3-6 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of 
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our 
attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”...6 They presented these men to the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
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Teachers Barnabas and Paul had hands laid upon them

Acts 13:1-3 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So 
after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.
 

After the laying on of hands, Barnabas and Paul are identified as apostles
Acts 14:14But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes 
and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 

 
Comments
Elders (plural) are needed in every church

Titus 1:5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was 
left unfinished and appoint (KJV uses “ordain”) elders in every town, as I directed you

Elders are to be committed to the Lord in carrying out the task
Acts 14:23 Paul and Barnabas appointed (KJV uses “ordained”) elders for them in each 
church and, with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had 
put their trust. 
 

Three key ingredients
1) The Spirit’s calling 
Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own 
blood.

 
2) The desire of the man for the “noble task” which is to Shepherd the flock 
[“Poimaino”]
1 Timothy 3:1-7 Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an 
overseer, he desires a noble task.
 
1 Peter 5:1-3 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s 
sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of 
God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but 
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to 
serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 

 
3) That a man fits the characteristics of 1 Tim 3
 

The process of ordination
● Men are chosen
● Hands are laid on them
● They are given a commission
● They are given authority to carry out the task
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