A CURE FOR HYPOCRISY
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(Romans 2:1-4 NLT)

You may be saying, “What terrible people you
have been talking about!” But you are just as bad,
and you have no excuse! When you say they are
wicked and should be punished, you are
condemning yourself, for you do these very same
things. And we know that God, in his justice, will
punish anyone who does such things. Do you
think that God will jJudge and condemn others for
doing them and not judge you when you do them,

i too? Don’t you realize how kind, tolerant, and

patient God is with you? Or don’t you care? Can't
you see how kind he has been in giving you time
to turn from your sin?
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(Romans 2:5-7 NLT)

But no, you won't listen. So you are storing
up terrible punishment for yourself because
of your stubbornness in refusing to turn from
your sin. For there is going to come a day of
judgment when God, the just judge of all the

world, will judge all people according to
what they have done. He will give eternal

| life to those who persist in doing what is

good, seeking after the glory and honor and
Immortality that God offers.
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(Romans 2:8-11 NLT)

But he will pour out his anger and wrath on
those who live for themselves, who refuse
to obey the truth and practice evil deeds.

There will be trouble and calamity for
everyone who keeps on sinning—for the

Jew first and also for the Gentile. But there

. will be glory and honor and peace from God
| for all who do good—for the Jew first and

also for the Gentile. For God does not show

favoritism.
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(Romans 2:12-14 NLT)

God will punish the Gentiles when they sin,
even though they never had God’s written
law. And he will punish the Jews when they
sin, for they do have the law. For it is not
merely knowing the law that brings God’s

approval. Those who obey the law will be
declared right in God’s sight. Even when

| Gentiles, who do not have God'’s written

i law, instinctively follow what the law says,
| they show that in their hearts they know
right from wrong.




(Romans 2:15-16 NLT)
They demonstrate that God’s law is written
within them, for their own consciences
either accuse them or tell them they are

doing what is right. The day will surely come
when God, by Jesus Christ, will judge

everyone’s secret life. This Is my message.
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(Romans 2:17-20 NLT)

If you are a Jew, you are relying on God’s law for
your special relationship with him. You boast that
all is well between yourself and God. Yes, you
know what he wants; you know right from wrong
because you have been taught his law. You are

convinced that you are a guide for the blind and a
beacon light for people who are lost in darkness
| without God. You think you can instruct the
i ignorant and teach children the ways of God. For
} you are certain that in God’s law you have

complete knowledge and truth.
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(Romans 2:21-24 NLT)

Well then, if you teach others, why don’t you
teach yourself? You tell others not to steal,
but do you steal? You say it is wrong to
commit adultery, but do you do it? You
condemn idolatry, but do you steal from

pagan temples? You are so proud of

| knowing the law, but you dishonor God by

| breaking it. No wonder the Scriptures say,

| “The world blasphemes the name of God
because of you.”.
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(Romans 2:25-27 NLT)

The Jewish ceremony of circumcision Is
worth something only if you obey God’s law.
But if you don’t obey God’s law, you are no
better off than an uncircumcised Gentile.
And if the Gentiles obey God’s law, won't
God give them all the rights and honors of
being his own people? In fact,

| uncircumcised Gentiles who keep God’s law

i will be much better off than you Jews who

are circumcised and know so much about
God’s law but don’t obey it.
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(Romans 2:28-29 NLT)

For you are not a true Jew just because you
were born of Jewish parents or because you
have gone through the Jewish ceremony of
circumcision. No, a true Jew Is one whose
heart is right with God. And true

circumcision is not a cutting of the body but

| a change of heart produced by God’s Spirit.
| WWhoever has that kind of change seeks

praise from God, not from people.




Point #1:

Religious affiliation does not hold
weight with God.




No better off

(Romans 2:25 NLT) The Jewish ceremony
of circumcision is worth something only if
you obey God’s law. But Iif you don’t obey
God’s law, you are no better off than an
uncircumcised Gentile.




Point #2:

Biblical knowledge does not hold
weight with God.
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A special relationship

(Romans 2:17-20 NLT) If you are a Jew, you are
relying on God’s law for your special relationship
with him. You boast that all is well between
yourself and God. Yes, you know what he wants;
you know right from wrong because you have

been taught his law. You are convinced that you
are a guide for the blind and a beacon light for

| people who are lost in darkness without God. You
| think you can instruct the ignorant and teach

children the ways of God. For you are certain that
In God’s law you have complete knowledge and

| truth.




Be a doer

(James 1:22 NIV) Do not merely listen to
the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do
what it says.




Pride...
(1 Cor 8:1b NIV) Knowledge puffs up, but
love builds up.




God’s justice

(Rom 2:3 NLT) Do you think that God will
judge and condemn others for doing them
and not judge you when you do them, to0?




Point #3:

Actions speak louder than words.




Stubbornness

(Rom 2:5-6 NLT) But no, you won't listen.
So you are storing up terrible punishment
for yourself because of your stubbornness
In refusing to turn from your sin. For there Is

going to come a day of judgment when God,
the just judge of all the world, will judge all
| people according to what they have done.




God will repay

(2 Th 1:6 NIV) God is just: He will pay back
trouble to those who trouble you




There will be trouble

(Rom 2:9-11 NLT) There will be trouble and
calamity for everyone who keeps on
sinning—for the Jew first and also for the
Gentile. But there will be glory and honor

and peace from God for all who do good—
for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. For
| God does not show favoritism.




Point #4:

A change of heart is produced by
God’s Spirit




A True “Jew’

(Romans 2:28-29 NLT) For you are not a
true Jew just because you were born of
Jewish parents or because you have gone
through the Jewish ceremony of

circumcision. No, a true Jew Is one whose

heart is right with God. And true

circumcision is not a cutting of the body but
| a change of heart produced by God’s Spirit.
" Whoever has that kind of change seeks




God’s Promise

(Ezek 36:26-27 NIV) | will give you a new
heart and put a new spirit in you, | will
remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. And | will put my

Spirit in you and move you to follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my laws.




A new Creation

(2 Cor 5:17 NIV) Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has
gone, the new has come!




God’s law within them

(Romans 2:15 NLT) They demonstrate that
God’s law is written within them, for their
own consciences either accuse them or tell
them they are doing what is right.




Life and Peace

(Rom 8:6 NIV) The mind of sinful man is
death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit
IS life and peace;




CONCLUSION




