THE KINDNESS OF GOD




(Romans 2:1-2 NIV)

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who
pass judgment on someone else, for at
whatever point you judge the other, you are
condemning yourself, because you who
pass judgment do the same things.

Now we know that God's judgment against
| those who do such things is based on truth.




(Romans 2:3-4 NIV)

So when you, a mere man, pass judgment
on them and yet do the same things, do you
think you will escape God's judgment?

Or do you show contempt for the riches of

his kindness, tolerance and patience, not
realizing that God's kindness leads you
| toward repentance?




Point #1:

If we read our Bible we will learn about
God'’'s forbearance to us.




God’s Glory

(Exo 34:6-7 NIV) And he passed in front of
Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD,
the compassionate and gracious God, slow
to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving

wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does
not leave the guilty unpunished; he
| punishes the children and their children for
| the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth
generation."




He was Merciful

(Psa 78:38 NIV) Yet he was merciful; he
forgave their iniquities and did not destroy
them. Time after time he restrained his
anger and did not stir up his full wrath.




He longs to be gracious
(Isa 30:18 NIV) Yet the LORD longs to be
gracious to you; he rises to show you

compassion. For the LORD is a God of
justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!




God says...
(Jer 3:12-13 NIV) Go, proclaim this
message toward the north: "Return,
faithless Israel,' declares the LORD, 'l will
frown on you no longer, for | am merciful,’
declares the LORD, 'l will not be angry

forever. Only acknowledge your guilt-- you
have rebelled against the LORD your God,
| you have scattered your favors to foreign
I gods under every spreading tree, and have

not obeyed me,"™ declares the LORD.




God isn’t slow....

(2 Pet 3:9 NIV) The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. He Is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to
come to repentance.




All of us have sinned

“for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God,” (Rom 3:23 NKJV)




Point #2:

If we read our Bibles we will learn of
God’s goodness to us.




We couldn’t do it...

(Acts 15:10 NIV) Now then, why do you try
to test God by putting on the necks of the
disciples a yoke that neither we nor our
fathers have been able to bear?




God’s love In action...

(Rom 5:8 NIV) But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.
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God’s justice demonstrated...

(Rom 3:25-26 NIV) God presented him as a
sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his
blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice,
because In his forbearance he had left the

sins committed beforehand unpunished--he
did it to demonstrate his justice at the

| present time, so as to be just and the one
who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.




God’s love In action...

(2 Pet 3:15 NIV) Bear in mind that our
Lord's patience means salvation, just as our
dear brother Paul also wrote you with the
wisdom that God gave him.




God’s kindness...

(Rom 11:22 NIV) Consider therefore the
kindness and sternness of God: sternness
to those who fell, but kindness to you,
provided that you continue in his kindness.

Otherwise, you also will be cut off.




Point #3:

If we read our Bibles we will realize
there is a response  required.




Luke 19:1-4

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing
through. A man was there by the name of

Zacchaeus: he was a chief tax coll

ector and

was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus

was, but being a short man he cou
because of the crowd. So he ran a
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see
I since Jesus was coming that way.

d not,
head and
him,




Luke 19:5-7

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up
and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down
Immediately. | must stay at your house
today.” So he came down at once and

welcomed him gladly. All the people saw
this and began to mutter, "He has gone to
| be the guest of a 'sinner.™




Luke 19:8-10

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the

Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now | give half
of my possessions to the poor, and if | have
cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay

pack four times the amount.” Jesus said to
nim, "Today salvation has come to this
nhouse, because this man, too, is a son of

I Abraham. For the Son of Man came to




Four Things

Zacchaeus was a seeker

Jesus was the savior

Zacchaeus responded and repented
Jesus said salvation had come




The time of my favor

(2 Cor 6:2 NIV) For he says, "In the time of
my favor | heard you, and in the day of
salvation | helped you." | tell you, now is the
time of God's favor, now Is the day of

salvation.




Today...

(Heb 3:7 NIV) So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today,
If you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts
as you did in the rebellion, during the time of
testing in the desert, where your fathers tested
and tried me and for forty years saw what | did.

That iIs why | was angry with that generation, and |
said, "Their hearts are always going astray, and
they have not known my ways. So | declared on

| oath in my anger, 'They shall never enter my

! rest." See to it, brothers, that none of you has a
sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the
living God.




CONCLUSION




