Song of Ascents 5 - Ps 124 - If the Lord Had Not Been On Our Side

If the Lord had NOT been on our side
WHEN men attacked us

Psalm 124:1-8 If the LORD had not been on our side—let Israel say—2 if the LORD had not

been on our side when men attacked us, 3 when their anger flared against us, they would have
swallowed us alive; 4 the flood would have engulfed us, the torrent would have swept over us, 5
the raging waters would have swept us away. 6 Praise be to the LORD, who has not let us be torn
by their teeth. 7 We have escaped like a bird out of the fowler’s snare; the snare has been broken,
and we have escaped. 8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

THIS is the effect it can bring - It would be GOOD to have
the Lord on your side

Anger directed at us is described as:
e Flares = ignited like a fire
Swallow us alive like an earthquake opening the earth and falling in
Like a flood - sweeping over us and sweeping us away
Like a raging animal tearing at us with their teeth
Like a bird caught in a snare

How do we do that? Are you on the Lord’s side?

Joshua 5:13-15 Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing
in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you
for us or for our enemies?” 14 “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the
LORD I have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked
him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” 15 The commander of the LORD’S

army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua
did so.

Two times Jesus spoke of the church

I am building my church

Matthew 16:17-18 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed
to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.



Work out relational conflict

Matthew 18:15-17 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the
two of vou. If he listens to you, you have won vour brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take
one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or
three witnesses.’ 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen
even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

Get on the Lord’s side to work out relational conflict:

1) Pursue the love of God

Love seeks to resolve, restrain, protect and preserve relationships

1 Corinthians 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails...

2) Pursue a Love / Hunger for God’s word

Psalm 119:165 Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble.
(KJV - nothing will offend them)

3) It is always your responsibility to take the initiative to
reconcile

The goal is reconciliation not to prove you are right.

Matthew 5:23-24 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that
your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go_
and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

Mark 11:25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so
that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.”

4) Guard your mouth, heart and mind

Guard your mouth
Psalm 141:3 Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips.

Proverbs 18:6-7 A fool’s lips bring him strife, and his mouth invites a beating. 7 A fool’s mouth is
his undoing, and his lips are a snare to his soul.

Guard your heart
Proverbs 4:20-24 My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. 21 Do not let
them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; 22 for they are life to those who find them



and health to a man’s whole body. 23 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of
life. 24 Put away perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk far from your lips.

Guard your mind

Philippians 4:4-9 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness
be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it
into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.

This is a spiritual battle
Ephesians 4:26-27 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still

angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold.

5) God is on our side, so we are free to serve our enemy
and love our enemy

Romans 12:17-21 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not
take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge;
I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is
thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

6) Pray for grace to forgive
Mark 11:25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so

that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.”

7) pray that you will see things from God’s perspective

Cause of Anger - we don’t see things from God’s perspective

Luke 15:25-28 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.
27 ‘Your brother has come,” he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he
has him back safe and sound.” 28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his
father went out and pleaded with him.

Joseph understood God Had a bigger purpose - and he rose above it



Genesis 50:19-21 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the
saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And
he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.



