Stirring up through remembrance.

2 Peter 1:12-13
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye
know them, and be established in the present truth.
13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in
remembrance;

Stir: to excite, incite, or stir up the mind; arousing the mind

* Many of the scriptures I'll be sharing are ones that really spoke a lot to me as a young Christian,
and they should still be speaking volumes to me.

As time goes on, if we do not revisit these truths, the impact and the clarity of them begins to
fade.

1. Selling out completely.
Matt 13:44

44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath
found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
* How are we doing now after many years of serving him? Is our heart to pursue him still just as
strong as then?
Scripture warns us of what can happen:
Luke 8:14
14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are
choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.
Cares:NT:3308
1. to be drawn in different directions
2. Anxiety, care that brings disruption to the personality and the mind
Riches: NT:4149
1. abundance of external possessions
2. An abundance of possessions exceeding the norm of a particular society and often with a negative
connotation - 'wealth, riches, abundance.
3. abundance of many earthly goods, wealth
Pleasures of this life: NT:2237
1. The seductive powers of everyday life"
2. state or condition of experiencing pleasure for any reason, pleasure, delight, enjoyment,
pleasantness
3. Luke 8:14 Dr. Morrison has a good note on the parallel passage in St. Mark, where, after suggesting
that the cares, the riches, and the pleasures of this life in our time are such things as houses, land,
works of art and virtu, posts of honour, gaiety of garments, grandeur of entertainments, and in
general the myriad appliances of luxury, he goes on to say, "These come more or less in upon all
men, but some men lay themselves peculiarly open to their influence, and allow them to twine and
twist themselves like the serpents of Laocoon around every energy and susceptibility of their being.
2 Tim 3:1-5
1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy,
3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those
that are good, ’




4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

2. Wealth and possessions.

Luke 12:15
15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in
the abundance of the things which he possesseth.

*  With the pressures of the American dream, product marketing, etc., how are we holding out in
this area?

Luke 12:29-36
29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind.
30 For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye have
need of these things.
31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you.
32 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.
34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;
36 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding;
that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.

* As we go through different seasons of life priorities change. From single to married, married
with children, empty nest all come with changes in our priorities. What we have to watch for is
losing sight of our true treasure.

Luke 16:9-15

9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when

ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations.

10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least
is unjust also in much.

11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your
trust the true riches?

12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that which is
your own?

13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

14 And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things: and they derided him.

15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your

hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.

*  What are we doing with our finances? Are we faithful to do what the Lord desires with our
money? Will he trust us with the true riches?

Mark 10:23-25

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have

riches enter into the kingdom of God!

24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them,

Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!

25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the

kingdom of God.

* Luke uses the word for needle that is referring to a surgical needle.




* The disciples were astonished because the Jews thought that wealth was a sign of God's favor.
* The real issue here is what does a person trust in.

3. He is to be the top priority.

Luke 14:25-35 TEV
26 "Whoever comes to me cannot be my disciple unless he loves me more than he loves his father
and his mother, his wife and his children, his brothers and his sisters, and himself as well. 27
Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 If one of you is
planning to build a tower, he sits down first and figures out what it will cost, to see if he has
enough money to finish the job. 29 If he doesn't, he will not be able to finish the tower after laying
the foundation; and all who see what happened will make fun of him. 30 'This man began to build
but can't finish the job!' they will say. 31 If a king goes out with ten thousand men to fight another
king who comes against him with twenty thousand men, he will sit down first and decide if he is
strong enough to face that other king. 32 If he isn't, he will send messengers to meet the other king
to ask for terms of peace while he is still a long way off. 33 In the same way," concluded Jesus,
"none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up everything he has.
34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, there is no way to make it salty again. 35 It is no good
for the soil or for the manure pile; it is thrown away. Listen, then, if you have ears!"

* Jesus desires to be first in our lives above all else.

4. No looking back.
Luke 9:57-62
57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will
follow thee whithersoever thou goest.
58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man
hath not where to lay his head.
59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my
father.
60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.
61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are
at home at my house.
62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God.
* This was a scribe. It doesn't seem like Jesus is offering him very much. We would probably
jump at the chance to disciple this person.
* We should not be having second thoughts and looking back for we are not to have a divided
mind.
Heb 11:13-16
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims
on the earth.
14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.
15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have
had opportunity to have returned.
16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
* If they were thinking of that country that they came from. We need to be wary of the what if |
had done this or done that, what could I have become in the world. Our significance is found in




Christ alone.

S. Are we willing to hear his hard sayings?
John 6:60-66

60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can

hear it?

61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this

offend you?

62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?

63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they

are spirit, and they are life.

64 But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were

that believed not, and who should betray him.

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given

unto him of my Father.

66 From that time many of his disciple$ went back, and walked no more with him.

* He can still deliver hard sayings. We must be spiritually discerning or we too might be
offended.

6. We are his servants because he purchased us.
Servant: NT:1401
A slave, one who is in a permanent relation of servitude to another, his will being altogether consumed
in the will of the other.
Luke 12:47-49
47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.
48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes.
For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask the more.
49 I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I if it be already kindled?
* He does expect us to prepare ourselves and do his will.
Prepared NT:2090
1. to cause to be ready, put/keep in readiness, prepare
1 Cor 6:20
20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's.
*  Your body and your spirit are not your own. You have been purchased!

7. Are we willing to forgive?
Luke 17:3-10

3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive
him.

4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee,
saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.

5 And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.

6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine
tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you.

7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when



he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?

8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve
me, till  have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?

9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not.

10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.
e Are we willing to forgive?

8. Dead men have no feelings!
John 12:24-26
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.
25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life
eternal.
26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any
man serve me, him will my Father honour.
*  We must die in order to bear fruit.
Rom 6:7-13
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion
over him.
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. ‘
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness
unto God.
Dead: NT:599
to be unable to respond or react to any impulse or desire - 'to be dead to, to not respond to, to have no
part in ‘
2 Cor 5:14-15
14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were
all dead:
15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but
unto him which died for them, and rose again.
Col 2:20-23 NIV
20 Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to
it, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22 These are all
destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23 Such
regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility
and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.




