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The God of Peace  
Rom 16 : 2 0  

 
In  continuing with Ro m an s ,  I would like to look a t  on e of the  m ajor th e m es 
of Ro m ans :   p e ace .   I think it  is a tim ely topic.   I t  s e e m s th a t  esp ecially a t  
th e  b eginning of a new ye ar ,  p eople are  looking for a ch ange .   We m ak e 
resolutions and we s e t  go als.   Why?  We w ant  to  es tablish p e ace in our lives .   
Everyon e recognizes th e  n e ed for pe ace  b ecaus e we all recognize th e  
pres ence of conflict  in our lives .   I t  migh t  b e  relation al conflict  with fa mily,  
coworkers .   I t  migh t  be  conflict  in our lives ,  so we feel the  n e ed to  
reprioritize and s e t  n ew go als to bring ourselves back ou t  of the  confusion of 
our lives .  
 
Rom ans h as  p e ace as  a  m ajor th e m e .   The apos tle Paul uses  th e  word 
“peace” 11 tim es  in th e  book,  and  th e  las t  m en tion of pe ace  is to refer to 
God as  “The God of p e ace.”  We n eed to  know wh a t  t he  God of pe ace is 
s aying to  us tod ay b ecaus e ,  to  one ex ten t  or ano th er ,  we a re  no t  a t  full 
p e ace.   So m e of us frankly don’t  feel even a  lit tle p e ace in our lives ,  so m e of 
us  h av e an  ongoing bu t  sub tle lack of pe ace ,  and  all of us  hav e tim es  wh ere  
we know th a t  we are  not  a t  p e ace.   This  is  our condition.   In  Ro m an s 3 ,  Paul 
quo tes  Is aiah in s aying about  all m en ,  “They h av e not  known th e p a th  of 
p e ace.” 
 
This is obvious wh en you re ad th e  p ap e r.   Here  is ar ticle from  b efore  
Thanksgiving found in the  Alliance Review by a  registered  die ti tian fro m 
Washington DC:  
 
“Leaving turkey and  oth er  m e a ts  off th e  table could h elp you and your  
gu es ts  improve you r moods ,  according to a  n ew s tudy.   Res e archers  a t  
Arizona S t a t e  Universi ty found th a t  wh en o m nivores  cut  m e a t  and eggs  ou t  
of their diets ,  th ey exp erienced less tension and less confusion.   Par ticipan ts  
in a con trol group th a t  continu ed e a ting m e a t  and a group  th at  a t e  fish 
showed no significan t  ch anges  in mood .”  And wh at  is  h er  conclusion?   
“Meatless  holiday m e als of lentils,  winte r squ ash,  and p erh a ps  soy-  or 
wh e a t -b as ed products  jus t  migh t  h elp prevent  th e  n ex t  family feud .” 
 
I migh t  no t  b e  a  dietary genius ,  bu t  I know th a t  if you invite  your  fa mily to 
Thanksgiving dinn er  and s erve len tils ins t e ad of a t urkey,  you aren’t  going to  
h av e a  lot  of peace a round th e t able! 
 
This advice is wh a t  th e  world h as  to offe r .   Aren’t you glad we h av e God’s 
word?  We migh t  h ave enough co m m on  s ens e not  to  fall for this m e a tless 
solution to p e ace ,  bu t  we are  cons t an tly being te m pt ed  to  accept  th e  w ay of 
p e ace th a t  th e  world  h as  to  offer .   But  th e  p e ace th a t  this world h as  to  offer 
is never  real.   Re m e m b er wh a t  Jesus s a id in John 1427 Peace I leave with 

you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.  Living 
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in the  world,  though ,  it  is easy to  ge t  brainwash ed by th eir s ens e of pe ace .   
What  does  th e  world  s ay?  

• The b asis is  psychological :   p e ace is prim a rily a st a t e  of m e nt al well-
b eing 

• The solu tion is  circum s t an tial :   Chang e your  situa tion in order  to  gain 
fulfillment .  

• We are  th e  cen t er  o f our circle of  pe ace ,   branching ou t  to  o th ers ;  
p e ace co m es through finding good hu m an  rela tionships ,  bre aking b ad 
relationships or con trolling oth er  p eoples actions  

It  is easy to  get  into  thes e minds e ts  b ecau s e w e are  sw a m p ed with th e m 
fro m morning un til nigh t .   But  if th e  p eace th a t  Christ  gives isn’t  wh at  th e  
world gives ,  th en  wh a t  kind of peace does  Jesus give? 
 
The reason we don’t und ers t and p e ace is  th e  s a m e reason we don’t’ 
und ers t and m any th ings—we se e fro m only our p ersp ective .   Let’s s tep  b ack 
an d s e e wh a t  God has  reve aled about  pe ace fro m His perspective .   He h as  
reve aled to  us th a t  Jesus  Christ  is th e  key to  all peace.   God reve aled a  lot  
about  His e t ern al and univers al purpos e s in the  first  two chap t ers  of 
Ephesians .   Becaus e  i t  is such a  long pas s ag e ,  le t  m e  su m m arize it :  
 
In  ages  p as t ,  we didn’t  und ers t and God’s purpos es ,  bu t  wh en Christ  ca m e in 
th e  fullness of tim e,  God reve aled th e  m ys t ery th a t His purpose was  to  bring 
all things toge th er  in  Christ ,  both  things in h e av en and things  on e ar th .   
Jesus  ca m e to  call th e  gen tiles ,  who h ad be en excluded from  th e work of 
God un til tha t  tim e ,  to sh are  th e  pro mises  th a t  God h ad given  Isra el.   Jesus 
Hims elf beca m e th e ir peace,  th e  p e ace of all m ankind,  by b reaking down th e 
hos tility be twe en Jew and gentile,  m aking th e m in to on e body,  es t ablishing 
p e ace.   Then,  h aving reconciled all m en  as on e body,  He reconciled th e m 
togeth er  to God through th e cross .   Though th ey were  d e a d in t resp as s es ,  
an d  d e ad to God,  He  m ad e th e m alive togeth er  to  God.   Then th e Fath er ,  
through th e work of His migh t ,  raised  Christ  fro m th e d e ad,  s e a t ed  Him a t  
His right  h and,  and pu t  every rule and au thority and power  and do minion,  
an d  every n a m e th a t  is n a m ed ,  no t  only in this age , bu t  th e  age to  co m e in 
subjection und er  Christ’s fee t .   Then He s et  Christ as  h e ad over  all things 
an d gav e Him to the  Church ,  th a t  t h e  Church would be the  fullness of His 
body so th a t  Jesus  Christ  would fill all in  all.   Jesus  Christ  is  th e  Prince of 
Peace.  
 
Now th a t  is  God’s view of pe ace .   Our view of pe ace is to h a ve a  b et t e r  
relationship with our husb and or wife or  to ge t  along with people a t  work 
b et t e r .   Thos e aren’t  b ad thing.   They a re jus t  too s m all for God to s e t  as  His 
ul tim at e  go al.  He knows th a t  thos e areas  of peace will not  b e  fulfilled un til 
He brings all things into pe ace with th e  e t ern al cen t er  of the  univers e :   
Hims elf.  
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Our Lord,  Jesus Christ ,  is the  cen t er  of all things,  and th ere  can  only be 
p e ace when everyth ing and everyon e in the  univers e is rightly relat ed to  
Him—when everything is a t  p e ace with Him.   And He is working toward th a t  
end .  If in His n a ture ,  God is love,  th en  in  His work,  He is the  God of peace.   
So wh a t  is  th e  work of the  God of peace?   How does  He acco mplish p e ace?  
 
Do we h av e a  t ruly biblical minds e t?   A good way to find ou t  is to  t ry to 
finish th e  thoughts  of scripture  withou t  looking a t t h e  vers e .   Today’s 
scripture  t ells us ab out  th e  God of pe ace .   Sp ecifically,  i t  t e lls us wh at  th e  
God of pe ace will do.   Fill in th e  blank :   The God of peace 
will_____ __ __ _ __ _ __ _.   What  is  your vision of th e  God of p e ace?  What  
do es  He do?   
 
Let’s read  tod ay’s scripture  lesson fro m  Ro m an s 16 :2 0 .   
 
Romans 16:20The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

 
What  is  th e  God of p e ace doing?  He is a t  this tim e m aking war on his 
en e mies .   This does n’t  m ak e s ens e as  a  good p ath  to p e ace  in th e  world’s 
view.  
 
God is a t  war  with everything th a t  s e t s  it s elf up ag ainst  th e  n a m e of His 
b eloved Son.   The God of pe ace h as  to  d eclare  war becaus e  He can h ave no 
cont end er .   He will not  sh are  His glory with anoth er .   There  is no oth er  god 
b esides  Him.   There  can  b e no t ruce b ecaus e He fills all in all.   He is wor thy 
of all praise .   There  is life in no oth er .   Th ere  is hop e in no oth er .   There  is 
no oth er  n a m e given und er  h e av en by which m en can be sav ed .   There  is no 
oth er  m edia tor be tween God and m a n .   No person can b e a t  t ru e  p e ace with  
anoth er  unless th ey are  both a t  p e ace with Him.  
 
When Jesus  died on  the  cross ,  He m ad e  a way of pe ace through war .   He 
now rules over  all things ,  and  He will des t roy all his en e mies  in one way or 
ano th er .   Jesus h as  th e  indes t ructible life ,  and  He holds th e  keys of dea th .   
S a t an  will never  submit  to  Him,  so th e  God of pe ace will soon crush  S a t an .   
Our core proble m,  though,  is  th a t  we were  also en e mies of God.  As th e  God 
of pe ace,  He m u st  des t roy all of His en emies .    
 
But  praise b e to  God,  h e is m erciful.   Becaus e He is m erciful ,  Jesus  is 
d es t roying so m e of his en e mies in a diffe ren t  way.   I  was  once an  en e m y of 
God, bu t  no t  any m ore.   He des t roys som e  of his en emies by m aking th e m 
into His broth ers  an d sis ters ,  sons of God,  through th e cross .   In  th e  cen t er  
th e m e of th e  book of Rom ans is the  way of pe ace :  
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Rom 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through 

the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved 

by His life. 
 
I a m th ankful th a t  th e  God of pe ace is a t  w ar ,  d es troying th e  en mity 
b etw een us ,  breaking th e  w all th a t  s ep a ra t ed us .   Our blessedn ess  d ep ends  
on it .   We can’t  be  a t  full peace un til He h as  es t ablished full p e ace.   Only 
th en  will we b e a t  full peace to Him an d to  everyone else  who is a t  full peace 
with Him.  
 
Application A:   Re m e m b er  th a t  in this age ,  God is at  war .   At this tim e,  not  
all lack of pe ace is a  b ad thing.   Peace does  not  always co m e through th e 
avoidance of conflict ,  b ecaus e th e God of Peace is crushing S at an  now.   This 
can  give us encourage m e n t  as  we live in  places of conflict  r ight  now.   Just  
b ecaus e w e are  in conflict  does  not  n eces s arily m e an th a t  we are  not  in 
God’s will. In  fact ,  a  to t al lack of conflict  sugges ts  th a t  you a re  no t  a t  p e ace 
with God.   If you are  God’s side ,  a t  p e a ce with Him,  you are  a t  war  with 
so m eon e else .   In  our  conflict ,  we jus t  n e ed to  m ake sure  th a t  we are  a t  
p e ace with God and  war with His en e mies .  
 
If we avoid war,  we  will not  h ave p e ace .   Traditionally,  Chris tians  h av e 
recognized th a t  t h ey are  on a  thre e -fron t  war .   Ja mes 4  sum m aries our 
thre e en e mies ,  th e  flesh ( evil desires ) ,  th e  world (who ev er  wishes  to  b e a  
friend of th e  world m ak es  hims elf an en e m y of God) , and  S a t an  (we m u st  
resist  Him. )   I  don’t’ h ave tim e to  address th es e now,  bu t  th ey are  all 
su m m ed up in Ro m an s 16 : 1 9 :   Be wise  in wh a t  is  good and  innocent  of wh at  
is evil.   You should d efinitely s eek discipleship and m e n toring for help in 
th es e are as  too.   
 
Don’t believe th e  lie th a t  th e  less conflict  th ere  is  in your life ,  th e  closer  you  
a re  with  God.  
 
Application B.  God is m aking you an  offer of pe ace.   Make p e ace with God.  
 
* * If  you are  no t  a  believer  in Christ ,  you are  not  a t  p e ace with God,  
reg ardless of wh a t  you feel.   But  Ro m a ns t e ach es  us th e  way of peace.   Rom 
5:1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.   
To be jus tified m e a ns  to  b e m ad e right .   Although th ere  was  no thing th a t  we 
could do to m ak e ours elves right  with  God, Jesus  died to  m ak e a  w ay.   Now 
we are  jus tified by fai th—not  a  d e ad faith  t h a t  simply believes th e  fact  th a t  
Jesus  died on th e  cross and ros e,  bu t  a  living faith ,  like Abrah a m ,  who by 
faith ,  was  willing to offer his only son as  s acrifice to God.  We are  jus tified by 
faith  as  we rep ent  o f our old lives ,  die to ourselves ,  and  t ake up our lives in 
Christ .   You m u st  hav e faith th a t  you will find our p e ace through Christ .   
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Again,  Rom 5:1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
* * If  you are  a  b eliever  in Christ ,  co m e in to  pe ace with God.   I  a m not  t alking 
about  a  prim arily subjective p e ace with God—how you feel things  are  going.   
Those feelings of peace or lack of peace  are  very us eful,  bu t  th ey are  not  th e  
end .   The go al is no t  to feel a t  pe ace with  God,  but  to be a t  pe ace with God.   
If you don’t  feel a t  p e ace with God right  now,  it  is  a good indica tion th a t  you 
n e ed to  co m e into t ru e  p e ace with  Him by moving into proper  rela tionship 
with Him.  
 
The word “relationship” has  b een hijacked in our culture  to  m e a n so m et hing 
like “the  thing th a t  exis ts  b etw een two p eople” as in “How is  your  
relationship with your  kids?”  Relationship then  t ends  to  b e  a m e as ure  of the  
p e ace you h av e with  so m eon e .   I  think you are  m uch b et t e r off if you think 
of relationship as b e ing a God-given (no t  hu m a n d eveloped)  way of 
d escribing how two p eople “relate” to each  oth er .   Relationship is th e  thing 
th a t  God h as  crea t e d ,  so th a t  if we walk in th e m as God h as  crea t ed  th e m ,  
we will have p e ace.  
 
Last  week ,  Paul challenged us th a t  this ye ar  we are to  do so m e spiritual 
building like we did physical building las t  ye ar .   I think a good way to  do th a t  
is to build our relationships with  God,  and to  s t art  fro m wha t  He h as  s aid.   
He h as  given us rela tionships to  Him—le t’s learn to walk in the m in th e  
m a n n er th a t  He h as  s e t  ou t .  

• He is Fath er ,  we are  child.   We walk in this relationship wh en we can 
s ay,  “The son only do es  wh at  h e s e es  his Fath er  doing.” 

• We are  friends .   “I know wh a t  Jesus is doing,  and I ob ey wha t  He 
co m m a n ds.” (John 15 )  

• He is Mast er ,  we are  s ervants .   In  hu mility we s ay, “We h ave only 
don e wh a t  we ough t  to h av e don e .” (Luke 17 )  

• He is th e  Caller,  we a re  th e  called.   “We walk in a m a n n er wor thy of 
th e  calling to which we h av e b een called .” 

• He is Saviour ,  we are  th e  red e e m ed .   We give th anks to  th e  Lord and 
s ay He is good.  (Ps10 7)  

 
He is our Bread of life.   He is our King.   He is our Provider .   He is everything 
to us .   So m e tim es  we focus on on e as p ect  of who He is,  bu t  we n e ed to  do 
so m e spiritu al building in m any asp ects  of Who He has  rev ealed Hims elf to 
b e.   In  practice,  you  n e ed to  s e ek out  wh a t  relationships God h as  called you  
to be in with Him and walk in His way,  growing a t  pe ace with  Him.  
 
* *Mayb e you h av e b een a  follower of Christ  for a while,  no m ajor sin in your 
life or s ev erely broken relationships,  bu t  you s till lack pe ace .   Mayb e you can 
look b ack a t  a  tim e wh en you were  m uch closer  to Him.   You don’t  feel like 
an ything h as  ch anged,  bu t  you know tha t  you aren’t  as  close  as  you us ed to  
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b e.   Why is th a t?   What  h app en ed?  Th e answ er is in th e  qu es tion—you don’t 
feel like anything h as ch ang ed in your life .  
 
The vital Christian life th a t  gives p e ace is  on e in which we a re ev er  cont en t  
with wh a t  God h as  provided us now,  bu t  a re  n ev er  s atisfied with  our depth 
of knowledge and love of Him.  There  is no s t anding s till in God.  There  is no 
finish line.   We can s top in our growth in  Christ  and exp ect  to find p e ace .   
There  is no plate au in our God.   I t  is “ever  ch an ging fro m g lory to glory.”   
 
J.C. Ryle,  in his book, Holiness, writes ,  Of all sights in the Church of Christ, I know 
none more painful to my own eyes than a Christian contented and satisfied with a little 
grace, a little repentance, a little faith, a little knowledge, a little charity, and a little 
holiness. I do beseech and entreat every believing soul that reads this tract not to be 
that kind of man. If you have any desires after usefulness—if you have any wishes to 
promote your Lord’s glory—if you have any longings after much inward peace—be not 
content with a little religion. 

You might  h av e b ee n of th e  minds e t  tha t  in your  walk with  God, th ere  is  a  
m o u nt ain you n e ed to climb,  bu t  aft er  th a t ,  ev erything will b e  gre a t .   But  
Peter  t ells us in his firs t  le t t e r  th a t  we ne ed to  diligen tly s ee k faith, moral 
excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, and love. Then 
h e s ays ,  1  Pet er  1 :8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they 

render you neither useless nor (W)unfruitful in the true (X)knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

So wh a t  is  th e  n ex t  s t ep  for you for grea t er  p e ace with God?   
 
You need to  hold on  to Ro m ans 16 : 2 0  as a  pro mise.  You ne ed to  realize 
th a t  God is a t  war ,  crushing S at an ,  bu t  He isn’t jus t  doing it  any way.   The 
p as s ag e does n’t  say,  “The God of pe ace  will soon crush S a tan .”  I t  does n’t  
s ay,  “The God of peace will soon crush  S a t an  with His migh ty ar m.”  What  
do es  i t  s ay?  “The God of pe ace will soon crush S a tan  underneath your feet.” 
 
We h av e p e ace with  God wh en we do th ings His way,  and  He  s ays  th a t  He 
will crush S a t an  undern e a th  our  fee t .   We are  p ar ticipating in this crushing 
of Sa t an .   I t  is t rue  th a t  God is th e  on e doing th e crushing,  bu t  we are  very 
m uch involved .    
 
What  does  it  look like for God to  crush S a t an  und er our fee t?   I t  is  t e m p ting 
for m e to  lay out  a  bunch of “practical” applications like,  “Do A, B, and C, 
an d th en  you will be  crushing S a t an .”  Bu t  we know th a t  t h e  right eous will 
live by fai th—what  we re ally ne ed is a t ransform ed mind an d a  n ew faith in 
wh a t  God m e a n s  by this p ass ag e .   Then  we will carry it  out  in living ways .  
 
First ,  we n e ed to recognize this is a promise ,  not  a  co m m a nd.   I t  is  not ,  “Be 
sure  to  crush  S a t an  und ern e a t h  your  fee t .”  Furth ermore ,  i t  is not  jus t  an  
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isolated or off-h and pro mise,  bu t  i t  is an  e t ern al pro mise th a t  we are  
privileged to  p ar ticip a t e  in .   In  2  Peter  1 : 4 ,  we are  told th a t  He has granted 
to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may 

become partakers of the divine nature, 
 
We are  given this pro mise so th a t  we can grow in Christ  liken ess ,  so th a t  we 
can belong to  Him in  a  d e ep w ay.   We a re  called to p ar t ake  of Christ .   What  
do es  i t  m e an to  p ar take?   I s aw recently th a t  th e  th e m e of th e  wo m en’s 
re t re a t  is  “Tast e  an d s e e th a t  th e  Lord is  good.”  To tas t e  o f the  Lord is  to 
h av e a  por tion of him ;  to  p ar t ake of Him .   When we p ar t ake in Christ’s life,  
we h av e a  p ar t  or sh are  in him.   
 
In  this pas s age ,  when God pro mises  to  crush  S at an  und er  our  fee t ,  h e  is not  
giving us this pro mis e in isolation.   He is  giving us this promise so th a t  we 
can sh are  in life of Christ .   This pro mise ,  m a ny of you migh t  recognize,  w as  
given to  Jesus  firs t .   I t  was  th e  th e m e o f our red em ption all the  way b ack to 
th e  b eginning.   Right  aft er  Ada m and Eve  fell into sin ,  God pro mised th e m a 
red e e m er by cursing S a t an  who h ad app e ared  to  th e m  as  a  sn ake .   
 
Gen esis 3 :      15And I will put (O)enmity 

         Between you and the woman, 
         And between your seed and her seed; 

         (P)He shall bruise you on the head, 
         And you shall bruise him on the heel." 
 
Now th a t  we are  in Christ ,  we are  p ar t akers  of th e  divine na t ure .   The 
pro mise given to Jesus  is now a  pro mise  given to  us.   We receive ,  through 
grace,  th e  blessings  and pro mises of our firs tborn broth er ,  Jesus .   Ro m an s 
16  m ak es  i t  clear  tha t  we are  h eirs of the  pro mise of Gen esis  3  as  well.   If 
we are  in Christ ,  then  we are  h eirs to  h is pro mise, and jus t  as God crush ed 
S a t an  und er  Jesus’ fe e t ,  God will crush S a t an  und ern e a th  our  fee t .   We will 
h av e p e ace with God as  we p ar t ak e d ee p er and de ep er in to  Christ .  
 
We m us t  b e diligen t  to m edita t e  on th e  pro mises and pray for fai th if we 
want  to  faithfully live  ou t  this pro mise.   We ne ed to  live this pro mise if we 
want  gre a t er  p e ace with God,  bu t  it  isn’t  usu ally easy to  live  ou t  this pro mise 
b ecaus e th ere  is  som eo n e  else offering us p e ace :   Sa t an .   He h as  a  d e al th e  
He is cons t an tly holding ou t  to us every tim e we want  to  live  this pro mise of 
crushing his h e ad.   Here is his offer of t ruce :   if you don’t  s tep on  m y h e ad ,  I 
won’t bite  your  h e el.    
 
The pro mises  of God dep end on faith  becaus e th ey don’t  m ak e s ens e in th e  
n a tural.   If you find a  pit  of sn ak es  in your  yard , th e  first  thing you do is go 
out  and s t ar t  s to m p ing on it ,  right?   No,  th a t  m ak es  no s ens e ,  b ecau s e you 
know th a t  you are  going to t ake it  on the  foot  if you do th a t .   So S a t an  plays  
to our n a tural t end e ncies to  avoid his des t ruction and th e  des t ruction of his 
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rule.   Exa m ples :   You h av e a  reb ellious te en ag er .   You could discipline him,  
bu t  no discipline s ee m s  pleas ant  a t  th e  tim e,  so why not  jus t  wait  and s e e if 
h e  do esn’t  grow out  of this s t ag e ra th er  th an  caus e a  fuss?  You could write  
a  le t t er  to  th e  editor to oppos e abor tion or ho mos ex u al m arr iage,  bu t  th en  
th ere  will be a  lot  of le t t ers  b ack denouncing you .  If you wan t  p e ace a t  
family ga th erings ,  don’t serve lentils ;  jus t  b e  sure  th a t  you don’t  witness  to  
your  broth ers  and sis t ers .   I t  is  really ra th er  e asy to avoid ge t ting bit t en on 
th e  foot—jus t  m ak e  sure  to  keep p e ace  with S at an .  
 
As long as  you build your world to  avoid the  p ain th a t  co m e s with adv ancing 
th e  Kingdo m,  you will suffer th e  loss of p e ace with Christ .   Are you t rying to  
order  your  own life to avoid conflict?  This is  how th e world s eeks p e ace .   
But  in this age ,  Peace with God m e an s  war with S a t an ,  th e  world,  and th e  
flesh .  
 
We h av e two choices—friendship with th e  world,  or friendship with God.  
When Jesus  was  t em pt ed ,  He h ad two choices—worship Sa tan  and rule th e  
world,  or go to th e  cross and rule th e  world.   Praise b e to God,  Jesus chos e 
th e cross .   He consid ered  it  be t t e r  to h ave a  cross in th e  world and p e ace 
with His Fath er  th an  to h av e p e ace in the  world and  
 
As par t ak ers  of the  divine n a ture ,  we face th e  s a m e t e m pt a tion,  m ak e p e ace 
with S at an  and rule in this world,  or t ake  up our  cross es  an d rule with 
Christ .  
 
I would be a  b ad teach er  if I left  you here  r a th er  t h an  t ell you how to  
prep are  for ba t tle .   We m us t  go b ack to  1  Pet er  1 : 4  He has granted to us 
His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, 
If we wan t  to  live th is pro mise,  we n e ed  to m edita te  on so m e o th er  pro mises  
of God and wh a t  He h as  pro mised in this  b a t tle .  

• If we feel afraid,  we  h ave this pro mise :   Luke 10 : 19   "Behold, I have 
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all 

the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. 
• If we suffer with him ,  we h ave this promise Ro m 8 : 17  we a re  fellow 

heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him we will also be glorified 
with Him 

• If we die with  him,  we h av e this pro mise 2 Cor 4:14 He who raised the 
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 

• If we feel inad equ a t e  for th e  t ask,  we hav e this pro mise Phil 1:6  Paul 
s ays:  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good 
work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus 

• If we feel unprotected  on our  fee t ,  God h as  provided us with  spiritual 
a r mor ,  sp ecifically fe e t  th a t  a re  fit  with th e  wh a t?   The re ad iness of th e  
gosp el of pe ace.  
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• If we feel alone,  we  know th a t  Christ  has  gon e ah e ad of us ,  and h as  
already crush ed S a tan’s he ad as  He died on th e  cross .    

 
So this week,  grow in  p e ace by m edita ting on th es e pro mises .   I  a m not  
going to t ry to t ell you how th e pro mise  of crushing S a t an  und er  your  fee t  
will play ou t ,  bu t  I  know th a t  often  peop le like som ething a  lit tle more 
concre t e ,  so I will give you an  ex a m ple fro m our  own midst .   (Becaus e  this 
pro mise is being car ried ou t  in m any lives  right  now.  I jus t  bring up this on e 
b ecaus e I know som e t hing of this fight . )    
 
Many of you migh t  not  know Bob and Jan  May’s work becaus e th ey carry it  
out  quietly withou t  co mplaining,  bu t  they are  h elping to ca re for a precious 
lit tle girl in fos ter  ca re .   I a m sure  th a t  th ey can  t ell you s tories  of wh a t  h as  
gon e on in th eir hous e and t ell you th a t  th e  work of this Christ in this life is 
on e of conflict .   They aren’t  being forced to  do this ,  and they could m ak e on e 
call a t  any poin t  an d res tore “peace” to  their house ,  bu t  they s tick to  it  for 
m o n th af ter  month ,  suffering as  th ey go.   I a m not t rying to m ak e th e m out  
to be p erfect ,  and I a m  sure  th a t  th ere  a re  m any tim es  when th ey ask 
th e m s elves why th ey are  doing wh a t  they are  doing and ques tioning 
wh eth er  or no t  it  m ak es  any difference,  bu t  th ey are  m aking a  difference as  
th eir s acrificial love s to m p s down th e work of Sa t an  and the  world.   In  t his 
work,  th ey,  and  all of us  n e ed encourage m e n t .   So ,  consider  it  pure  joy 
wh en you face th es e  t rials becaus e God is perfecting you  through th e m 
th e m .   Keep up th e  work in Christ  so tha t  wh en you receive  be a tings 
(physical and e m otion al) ,  you receive th e m on b eh alf of Christ .   Then you 
will be able to praise  God with  th e  disciples ,  who after  b eing b e a t en ,  praised 
God for being consid ered  worthy of suffe ring for His Na m e.  
 
Now a final word from  Ro m an s 16 : 2 0  for thos e of you who a re  no t  followers 
of Christ ,  or who cla im to b e in Christ  bu t  a re  no t t ruly par tak ers  in Him :   
The las t  word fro m this p ass ag e is SOON.  The God of pe ace  will soon crush  
S a t an .  
 
If you are  si t ting in this roo m tod ay,  pu t ting off this offer of pe ace th a t  Jesus  
h as  given  to  you ,  then  th e  most  importan t  word for you is SOON.  If you are  
thinking to yours elf th a t  you  will do this church stuff later ,  th en  I h av e only 
on e word for you :   SOON.  If you are  p resu ming on God’s gen erosity and are  
s aying to  yours elf th a t  you will accept  Him later ,  I re mind you wh a t  God 
s ays :   SOON. 
 
There  migh t  not  be  a  b e t te r  sign th a t  you h ave a  wicked and unb elieving 
h e ar t  th an  if you h a ve h e ard this offer of pe ace and you are  pu t ting it  off.   
How can you continu e to  s t and in opposition and rebellion ag ains t  th e  
Almighty m ak er  of all things ,  who,  ins te ad of snuffing you  out ,  h as  ex tend ed 
you an  offer of pardon for all your h a t red of Him?  More th a n th a t ,  h e  h as  
pro mised th a t  you can  live forever ,  enjoying life as his child in his hous e .   
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How can you s ay tha t  you will consider  this offer la ter?   I t  is  spit ting in His 
face.   And ye t ,  He is so m erciful th a t  He m ay offer you a  chance a t  ano th er  
tim e—BUT HE MIGHT NOT.  Today could be your  d ay.   If you can  h e ar  m y 
voice,  th en  God is calling you!  Don’t hear  t h e  word “soon” an d b e a  mocker  
like Pet er  describes in 2  Peter  3 .   They say th a t  ev erything jus t  keeps  
h app ening as  it  always  h as ,  and th a t  God is a liar—His promise of soon 
do esn’t  really m e an  soon.   But  th ey forge t  th a t  God s en t  t he  flood and in a 
d ay,  judged th e whole world.   And th ey don’t  know th a t  th e  curren t  e ar th  is  
b eing res erved for a  judg m e n t  of fire an d th e  d es t ruction of th e  wicked.   
When you h e ar  th e  word “Soon”,  think about  Pet er’s warning :   2Pet  3 :8But 

do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one 

day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9The Lord is 

not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 

you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  
 
He desires t h a t  all would co m e to  rep e nt ance,  bu t  do not  presu m e upon His 
p a tience.   Psalm 2 : 12Do homage to (V)the Son, that He not become angry, 

and you perish in the way, 

         For (W)His wrath may [e]soon be kindled  
         How blessed are all who (X)take refuge in Him! 

 
Take refuge in Him!  Beco m e a  p ar t ak e r in th e  divine n a ture .   Believe th e  
pro mises th a t  th e  God of pe ace is holding ou t  to  you! 
 
 
 


