The God of Peace
Rom 16:20

In continuing with Romans, | would like to look aine of the major themes
of Romans: peace. | thinkitis a timely topitt seems that especially at
the beginning of a new year, people are looking dochange. We make
resolutions and we set goals. Why? We want toabBsh peace in our lives.
Everyone recognizes the need for peace becauselweccgnize the
presence of conflict in our lives. It might be a¢lonal conflict with family,
coworkers. It might be conflict in our lives, soeweel the need to
reprioritize and set new goals to bring ourselveschk out of the confusion of
our lives.

Romans has peace as a major theme. The apostleu3das the word
“peace” 11 times in the book, and the last mentadrpeace is to refer to
God as “The God of peace.” We need to know whag Gwod of peace is
saying to us today because, to one extent or angtive are not at full
peace. Some of us frankly don’'t feel even a litpleace in our lives, some of
us have an ongoing but subtle lack of peace, andfals have times where
we know that we are not at peace. This is our ddad. In Romans 3, Paul
guotes Isaiah in saying about all men, “They hawd khknown the path of
peace.”

This is obvious when you read the paper. Hererigcke from before
Thanksgiving found in the Alliance Review by a retgred dietitian from
Washington DC:

“Leaving turkey and other meats off the table cohlelp you and your
guests improve your moods, according to a new stu®esearchers at
Arizona State University found that when omnivorest meat and eggs out
of their diets, they experienced less tension a&slslconfusion. Participants
in a control group that continued eating meat andraup that ate fish
showed no significant changes in mood.” And whsthier conclusion?
“Meatless holiday meals of lentils, winter squasdnd perhaps soy- or
wheat-based products just might help prevent thetfamily feud.”

| might not be a dietary genius, but | know thatydu invite your family to
Thanksgiving dinner and serve lentils instead ofuakey, you aren’t going to
have a lot of peace around the table!

This advice is what the world has to offer. Aregdu glad we have God’s
word? We might have enough common sense not tlofdalthis meatless
solution to peace, but we are constantly being téepto accept the way of
peace that the world has to offer. But the pealattthis world has to offer
is never real. Remember what Jesus said in Johh Peace I leave with

you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Living



in the world, though, itis easy to get brainwash®dtheir sense of peace.
What does the world say?

* The basis is psychological: peace is primarilytate of mental well-
being

* The solution is circumstantial: Change your sitwatin order to gain
fulfilment.

« We are the center of our circle of peace, branghout to others;
peace comes through finding good human relationshipreaking bad
relationships or controlling other peoples actions

It is easy to get into these mindsets because weesavamped with them
from morning until night. But if the peace that €$t gives isn’t what the
world gives, then what kind of peace does Jesusgiv

The reason we don't understand peace is the sanasare we don’t’
understand many things—we see from only our persivec Let's step back
and see what God has revealed about peace fronpelispective. He has
revealed to us that Jesus Christ is the key topakhce. God revealed a lot
about His eternal and universal purposes in thetfiwo chapters of
Ephesians. Because itis such a long passagemkeisummarize it:

In ages past, we didn't understand God’s purpodmst, when Christ came in
the fullness of time, God revealed the mystery thas purpose was to bring
all things together in Christ, both things in heavand things on earth.
Jesus came to call the gentiles, who had been ebedufrom the work of
God until that time, to share the promises that Gmdl given Israel. Jesus
Himself became their peace, the peace of all madkimy breaking down the
hostility between Jew and gentile, making them imtme body, establishing
peace. Then, having reconciled all men as one hdthyreconciled them
together to God through the cross. Though theyeavdead in trespasses,
and dead to God, He made them alive together to.Gdoden the Father,
through the work of His might, raised Christ frothet dead, seated Him at
His right hand, and put every rule and authoritydamower and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this aget the age to come in
subjection under Christ’'s feet. Then He set Chasthead over all things
and gave Him to the Church, that the Church woukdthe fullness of His
body so that Jesus Christ would fill all in all.eslus Christ is the Prince of
Peace.

Now that is God’'s view of peace. Our view of peaseto have a better
relationship with our husband or wife or to get mfpwith people at work
better. Those aren’t bad thing. They are just soall for God to set as His
ultimate goal. He knows that those areas of pewdlenot be fulfilled until

He brings all things into peace with the eternahter of the universe:
Himself.



Our Lord, Jesus Christ, is the center of all thipn@snd there can only be
peace when everything and everyone in the univasseghtly related to
Him—when everything is at peace with Him. And seworking toward that
end. If in His nature, God is love, then in His vkpHe is the God of peace.
So what is the work of the God of peace? How délesaccomplish peace?

Do we have a truly biblical mindset? A good wayfioed out is to try to
finish the thoughts of scripture without looking #ie verse. Today’'s
scripture tells us about the God of peace. Speaily, it tells us what the
God of peace will do. Fillin the blank: The God peace

will . What is your vision of the&of peace? What

does He do?
Let's read today’s scripture lesson from Romans 2@®.:

Romans 16:20The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The
grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

What is the God of peace doing? He is at this timaking war on his
enemies. This doesn’'t make sense as a good pagetxe in the world’s
view.

God is at war with everything that sets itself ugaanst the name of His
beloved Son. The God of peace has to declare werabise He can have no
contender. He will not share His glory with anotheThere is no other god
besides Him. There can be no truce because Hedillin all. He is worthy
of all praise. There is life in no other. Therehope in no other. There is
no other name given under heaven by which men carsbdved. There is no
other mediator between God and man. No personlwarat true peace with
another unless they are both at peace with Him.

When Jesus died on the cross, He made a way of @pe¢hoough war. He
now rules over all things, and He will destroy Bl enemies in one way or
another. Jesus has the indestructible life, andhidblds the keys of death.
Satan will never submit to Him, so the God of peawit soon crush Satan.
Our core problem, though, is that we were also emesnof God. As the God
of peace, He must destroy all of His enemies.

But praise be to God, he is merciful. Because B enierciful, Jesus is
destroying some of his enemies in a different waywas once an enemy of
God, but not any more. He destroys some of hismies by making them
into His brothers and sisters, sons of God, throuhgh cross. In the center
theme of the book of Romans is the way of peace:



Rom 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved
by His life.

| am thankful that the God of peace is at war, deging the enmity
between us, breaking the wall that separated usir lessedness depends
on it. We can’t be at full peace until He has esished full peace. Only
then will we be at full peace to Him and to everyorlse who is at full peace
with Him.

Application A: Remember that in this age, God itswaar. At this time, not
all lack of peace is a bad thing. Peace does nefaigs come through the
avoidance of conflict, because the God of Peacerisshing Satan now. This
can give us encouragement as we live in placesoafflct right now. Just
because we are in conflict does not necessarily meet we are not in
God’s will. In fact, a total lack of conflict suggés that you are not at peace
with God. If you are God’'s side, at peace with Higou are at war with
someone else. In our conflict, we just need to malure that we are at
peace with God and war with His enemies.

If we avoid war, we will not have peace. Traditedly, Christians have
recognized that they are on a three-front war. éam summaries our
three enemies, the flesh (evil desires), the wqrdhoever wishes to be a
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of Godnd Satan (we must
resist Him.) | don't have time to address thesewn but they are all
summed up in Romans 16:19: Be wise in what is gaod innocent of what
is evil. You should definitely seek discipleshimda mentoring for help in
these areas too.

Don’'t believe the lie that the less conflict theisein your life, the closer you
are with God.

Application B. God is making you an offer of peac®ake peace with God.

**If you are not a believer in Christ, you are nat peace with God,
regardless of what you feel. But Romans teacheshesway of peace.Rom
5:'Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

To be justified means to be made right. Althoudlete was nothing that we
could do to make ourselves right with God, Jesusddio make a way. Now
we are justified by faith—not a dead faith that qly believes the fact that
Jesus died on the cross and rose, but a livinghfadike Abraham, who by
faith, was willing to offer his only son as saccié to God. We are justified by
faith as we repent of our old lives, die to oursedy and take up our lives in
Christ. You must have faith that you will find opreace through Christ.



Again, Rom 5::Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

**If you are a believer in Christ, come into peawgth God. | am not talking
about a primarily subjective peace with God—how yf@el things are going.
Those feelings of peace or lack of peace are vesgful, but they are not the
end. The goal is not to feel at peace with Godt baiube at peace with God.
If you don't feel at peace with God right now, & B good indication that you
need to come into true peace with Him by movingoimproper relationship
with Him.

The word “relationship” has been hijacked in ourdtauwe to mean something
like “the thing that exists between two people” i@s‘How is your

relationship with your kids?” Relationship thenntes to be a measure of the
peace you have with someone. | think you are mbefter off if you think

of relationship as being a God-given (not human eleped) way of
describing how two people “relate” to each otheRelationship is the thing
that God has created, so that if we walk in themGssl has created them,
we will have peace.

Last week, Paul challenged us that this year we tareo some spiritual
building like we did physical building last yearl. think a good way to do that
is to build our relationships with God, and to stémom what He has said.
He has given us relationships to Him—let's learnwalk in them in the
manner that He has set out.
* He is Father, we are child. We walk in this rebatship when we can
say, “The son only does what he sees his Fathengldi
« We are friends. “l know what Jesus is doing, andbley what He
commands.” (John 15)
* He is Master, we are servants. In humility we sa¥,e have only
done what we ought to have done.” (Luke 17)
* Heis the Caller, we are the called. “We walk ilmmanner worthy of
the calling to which we have been called.”
* He is Saviour, we are the redeemed. We give thatokshe Lord and
say He is good. (Ps107)

He is our Bread of life. He is our King. He ismoBrovider. He is everything
to us. Sometimes we focus on one aspect of whasiiéut we need to do
some spiritual building in many aspects of Who Hashrevealed Himself to
be. In practice, you need to seek out what relasimips God has called you
to be in with Him and walk in His way, growing aepce with Him.

**Maybe you have been a follower of Christ for a iy no major sin in your
life or severely broken relationships, but you Islalck peace. Maybe you can
look back at a time when you were much closer tonHiYou don’t feel like
anything has changed, but you know that you arestclose as you used to
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be. Why is that? What happened? The answer thenquestion—you don’t
feel like anything has changed in your life.

The vital Christian life that gives peace is onewhich we are ever content
with what God has provided us now, but are nevetissieed with our depth
of knowledge and love of Him. There is no standistgl in God. There is no
finish line. We can stop in our growth in Chrishé expect to find peace.
There is no plateau in our God. It is “ever chamgyfrom glory to glory.”

J.C. Ryle, in his bookHoaliness, writes, Of all sights in the Church of Christ, | know
none more painful to my own eyes than a Christian contented and satisfied with a little
grace, a little repentance, a little faith, a little knowledge, a little charity, and a little
holiness. | do beseech and entreat every believing soul that reads this tract not to be
that kind of man. If you have any desires after usefulness—if you have any wishes to
promote your Lord’s glory—if you have any longings after much inward peace—Dbe not
content with a little religion.

You might have been of the mindset that in your kvaith God, there is a
mountain you need to climb, but after that, eveinthwill be great. But
Peter tells us in his first letter that we needdibgently seekfaith, moral
excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, and love. Then
he says, 1 Peter 9For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they
render you neither useless nor Wunfruitful in the true ®knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

So what is the next step for you for greater peagteh God?

You need to hold on to Romans 16:20 as a promi¥eu need to realize
that God is at war, crushing Satan, but He isndtjdoing it any way. The
passage doesn’t say, “The God of peace will soomsbrSatan.” It doesn’t
say, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan witk Fhighty arm.” What
does it say? “The God of peace will soon crush &wainderneath your feet.”

We have peace with God when we do things His wayd &le says that He
will crush Satan underneath our feet. We are paptting in this crushing
of Satan. Itis true that God is the one doing drashing, but we are very
much involved.

What does it look like for God to crush Satan unaemr feet? Itis tempting
for me to lay out a bunch of “practical” applicatis like, “Do A, B, and C,
and then you will be crushing Satan.” But we knolmat the righteous will
live by faith—what we really need is a transformednd and a new faith in
what God means by this passage. Then we will carigut in living ways.

First, we need to recognize this is a promise, acdommand. Itis not, “Be
sure to crush Satan underneath your feet.” Furbh@re, it is not just an



isolated or off-hand promise, butitis an eterpabmise that we are
privileged to participate in. In 2 Peter 1:4, weeatold thatHe has granted
to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may
become partakers of the divine nature,

We are given this promise so that we can grow irri€thlikeness, so that we
can belong to Him in a deep way. We are calledptotake of Christ. What
does it mean to partake? | saw recently that themie of the women’s
retreat is “Taste and see that the Lord is goodd taste of the Lord is to
have a portion of him; to partake of Him. When wartake in Christ’s life,
we have a part or share in him.

In this passage, when God promises to crush Satadeu our feet, he is not
giving us this promise in isolation. He is givinup this promise so that we
can share in life of Christ. This promise, manyywfu might recognize, was
given to Jesus first. It was the theme of our rexgdion all the way back to
the beginning. Right after Adam and Eve fell indom, God promised them a
redeemer by cursing Satan who had appeared to them snake.

Genesis 3: sAnd I will put ©@enmity
Between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her seed;
®He shall bruise you on the head,
And you shall bruise him on the heel."

Now that we are in Christ, we are partakers of teine nature. The
promise given to Jesus is how a promise given to e receive, through
grace, the blessings and promises of our firstbbrather, Jesus. Romans
16 makes it clear that we are heirs of the prome$é&enesis 3 as well. If
we are in Christ, then we are heirs to his promiaad just as God crushed
Satan under Jesus’ feet, God will crush Satan uneath our feet. We will
have peace with God as we partake deeper and dei@p@IChrist.

We must be diligent to meditate on the promises gmdy for faith if we
want to faithfully live out this promise. We nedd live this promise if we
want greater peace with God, but itisn’'t usuallyseg to live out this promise
because there is someone else offering us peacatar& He has a deal the
He is constantly holding out to us every time wenwvdo live this promise of
crushing his head. Here is his offer of truce:ydu don’t step on my head, |
won’'t bite your heel.

The promises of God depend on faith because theytdmake sense in the
natural. If you find a pit of snakes in your yarthe first thing you do is go
out and start stomping on it, right? No, that makeo sense, because you
know that you are going to take it on the foot dwdo that. So Satan plays
to our natural tendencies to avoid his destructeard the destruction of his
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rule. Examples: You have a rebellious teenag¥ou could discipline him,
but no discipline seems pleasant at the time, sy wht just wait and see if
he doesn’t grow out of this stage rather than caasfess? You could write
a letter to the editor to oppose abortion or homosa marriage, but then
there will be a lot of letters back denouncing yolf.you want peace at
family gatherings, don’'t serve lentils; just be guthat you don’t witness to
your brothers and sisters. Itis really rather gag avoid getting bitten on
the foot—just make sure to keep peace with Satan.

As long as you build your world to avoid the paimatt comes with advancing
the Kingdom, you will suffer the loss of peace wi@thrist. Are you trying to
order your own life to avoid conflict? This is hothe world seeks peace.
But in this age, Peace with God means war with $atde world, and the
flesh.

We have two choices—friendship with the world, erehdship with God.
When Jesus was tempted, He had two choices—worSkifan and rule the
world, or go to the cross and rule the world. Rmeaibe to God, Jesus chose
the cross. He considered it better to have a closthe world and peace
with His Father than to have peace in the world and

As partakers of the divine nature, we face the sammptation, make peace
with Satan and rule in this world, or take up ounsses and rule with
Christ.

| would be a bad teacher if | left you here rathtéian tell you how to

prepare for battle. We must go back to 1 Peter Hd has granted to us

His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become
partakers of the divine nature,

If we want to live this promise, we need to meddain some other promises
of God and what He has promised in this battle.

« If we feel afraid, we have this promise: Luke 1@:1'Behold, I have
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you.

o If we suffer with him, we have this promise Rom &:We arefellow
heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him we will also be glorified
with Him

 If we die with him, we have this promis2 Cor 4:14 He who raised the
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus

« If we feelinadequate for the task, we have thismisePhil 1:6 Paul
says For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good
work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus

 If we feel unprotected on our feet, God has prowdes with spiritual
armor, specifically feet that are fit with the witvatThe readiness of the
gospel of peace




« If we feel alone, we know that Christ has gone athed us, and has
already crushed Satan’s head as He died on thescros

So this week, grow in peace by meditating on th@semises. | am not
going to try to tell you how the promise of crushitsatan under your feet
will play out, but I know that often people like sxething a little more
concrete, so | will give you an example from ourmwnidst. (Because this
promise is being carried out in many lives rightwio | just bring up this one
because | know something of this fight.)

Many of you might not know Bob and Jan May's workdause they carry it
out quietly without complaining, but they are halgito care for a precious
little girl in foster care. | am sure that theyrcaell you stories of what has
gone on in their house and tell you that the wofktlds Christ in this life is
one of conflict. They aren’t being forced to doidhand they could make one
call at any point and restore “peace” to their heudvut they stick to it for
month after month, suffering as they go. | am nioting to make them out
to be perfect, and | am sure that there are mamet when they ask
themselves why they are doing what they are doimg guestioning
whether or not it makes any difference, but they amaking a difference as
their sacrificial love stomps down the work of Satand the world. In this
work, they, and all of us need encouragement. &msider it pure joy
when you face these trials because God is perfgcyiou through them
them. Keep up the work in Christ so that when y@eceive beatings
(physical and emotional), you receive them on bélalChrist. Then you
will be able to praise God with the disciples, whtter being beaten, praised
God for being considered worthy of suffering forsHlame.

Now a final word from Romans 16:20 for those of yatho are not followers
of Christ, or who claim to be in Christ but are ntwuly partakers in Him:
The last word from this passage is SOON. The Gbgeaace will soon crush
Satan.

If you are sitting in this room today, putting affiis offer of peace that Jesus
has given to you, then the most important word you is SOON. If you are
thinking to yourself that you will do this churchudf later, then | have only
one word for you: SOON. If you are presuming ond3 generosity and are
saying to yourself that you will accept Him latdrremind you what God
says: SOON.

There might not be a better sign that you have aked and unbelieving
heart than if you have heard this offer of peacal giou are putting it off.
How can you continue to stand in opposition and edibn against the
Almighty maker of all things, who, instead of sninf§ you out, has extended
you an offer of pardon for all your hatred of HimMore than that, he has
promised that you can live forever, enjoying life &ais child in his house.



How can you say that you will consider this offeatér? It is spitting in His
face. And yet, He is so merciful that He may offegu a chance at another
time—BUT HE MIGHT NOT. Today could be your dayf yjou can hear my
voice, then God is calling you! Don’'t hear the wlofsoon” and be a mocker
like Peter describes in 2 Peter 3. They say thedrgthing just keeps
happening as it always has, and that God is a lidispromise of soon
doesn’t really mean soon. But they forget that Gaoaht the flood and in a
day, judged the whole world. And they don’t knotatt the current earth is
being reserved for a judgment of fire and the destron of the wicked.
When you hear the word “Soon”, think about Petewarning: 2Pet 3But
do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. °The Lord is
not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

He desires that all would come to repentance, batndt presume upon His
patience. Psalm 22Do homage to ®the Son, that He not become angry,
and you perish in the way,

For WHis wrath may '¢)soon be kindled

How blessed are all who ®take refuge in Him!

Take refuge in Him! Become a partaker in the devinature. Believe the
promises that the God of peace is holding out tailyo
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